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MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Richard T. Kennedy 

National Securỉty Gouncil Staff 

SUBIECT : Mrs . Ngo Ba Thanh 


1. As you are đoúbtless well aware, one cosmetic or 
symbolỉc problem looming on the horizon is Mme. Ngo Ba 
Thanh, the Vỉetnamese intellectual to whom Columbia has . 
offered a fellowship (and several other universiti.es are or 
were thỉnking of honoring in some íashỉon) and who is 
now held in custody by the GVN. A 20 June cable from 
our Statìon intormed us that the most recent Embassy 
telegram (SAIGON 10959) on Mme. Thanh has been overtaken 
by events and that as of the aíternoon of 17 June, she was 
back in the police hospital in Saigon being feđ intravenously . 
Though her condỉtion had improved by 18 June, she adamantly 
insists she will continue her hunger strike unless she is 
placed on trial or íreed uncondỉtionally . Though at the 
moment, she may be out of clinical danger there does appear 
to be the risk that she may misjudge her hunger strike and 
die of physỉcal complỉcations caused by it. This would, 
of course, produce an uproar in international — including 
tí American — intellectual circles . 
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2 . The events of recent days made me ỉncreasingly 
curỉous as to why Mme. Thanh had become a new Symbol 
for the ant i-war intelligentsia. I asked my colleague l 

] to analyze that phenomenon for me. I |is one 
of the government's most knowledgeable oíhcers on matters 
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Vỉetnamese.) Attached ỉs the note l Ị gave me in response 
to my request. I found it enlightening and, hence, forward 
it intormally in the thought that you might also find it of 
some interest. 
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GeorgeA. Carver, Jr. 

Special Assistant for Víetnamese Aííaỉrs 


Attachment 
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21 Jưne 1973 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. GeorgeA. Carver, Jr. 

SUBJECT : Reasons for Foreign Interest in 

Mrs . Ngo Ba Thanh 


1. Mrs . Thanh has for some months been the object of 
rather more than the usual amount of solicitude shown by 
American and European liberal intellectuals for political 
prisoners held by the GVN. To keep the matter in perspectìve, 
however, it should be recalled that on past occasions there 
had been considerable íoreign clamor on behalí of Colonel Tran 
Ngoe Chau and even lawyer Truông Dinh Dzu, despite the 
latter r s reputation — íreely admitted even among Vietnamese 
lettist ỉntellectuals — for political opportunism and ữnancial 
peculation . Moreover, one or two other intellectuals have at 
times been lionized by the intellectual left: for example, the 
poet Thỉch Nhat Hanh, who, were he now íasting in a GVN 
cell rather than living in Parisỉan comíort, would probably 
be inspiring as much sympathy as Mrs . Thanh. 


2. A number of reasons help to explain Mrs. Thanh's 
current status as South Vietnam's premier polỉtical prisoner: She 
is a bona ữde intellectual of international rank who would be 
at ease in a New York Review salon. She has, among other 
degrees, a doctorate from the "Institut de Droit Comparé" ỉn 
Paris and is fully qualihed to teach at Golumbỉa or even at 
Yale. -It is hard to think of any other prisoner in South Vietnam 
of whom thỉs would be true. Mrs . Thanh's character is , so 
far as known, irreproachable . She has been in jail several 
times since 1965 and has earned a reputation for personal 


courage. She is a woman; and, 


she can 
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be persuasive and charming. Since about 1969, she has 
been one o£ the most promỉnent anti-government activists of 
the peace at any price leít, and as such she had met most of the 
peace groups whỉch perỉodỉcally vỉsit Saigon. No doúbt her 
ỉntellectual sophistication, her courage, and, not least, her 
pro-peace and anti-GVN views impressed them very tavorably. 
Finally , Mrs . Thanh has apparently gone far on her hunger 
strike — much íurther , probably , than Thich Tri Quang \vent 
on his ỉn 1966 . 


3, In 1962-63, when she was a very young (about 31) 
protessor at the Saigon Law Faculty , Mrs. Thanh was polỉtically 
modarate and even, ỉỉ has been saỉd, slỉghtly Diemist. She 
got involved in a peace movement in 1965 and, according to 


lettist Catholic Proíessor 


was n radicalized" 


by the explusion of her íather (Pham V an Huỹen) from South 
Vietnam and, especially, by her experience in prỉson. Circa 

. - I I . -a . 1 .1 * _« __ _ 


1970, 


I told me that she was a Communist , not 

lis not at all scrupulous 


merely a sympathizer; but| |is not at all scrupulous 

about sưch allegations , and there is no hard evidence of this . 
On the other hand, she headed the "Women's Association for 
the Right to Live," which was probably a Comraunist front. 
Plainly , she regards the Communists as a lesser evil than the 
GVN . 
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